


This is King Jesus - Series Four
MARCH 20 - APRIL 30

SERIES INTRODUCTION     
“Stay on your toes.” “Don’t get caught flat-footed.” Some trace the origin 
of phrases like these to early 20th Century baseball slang, while some 
attribute them to horses being left at the gate, unprepared for the 
beginning of the race. Either way we can all relate to the need to be 
alert, poised, and ready to respond. This was certainly true for those 
who attempted to interact with Jesus in the 1st Century. At times it 
appeared to be His intent, but it may have just been the natural result of 
humanity engaging God in human form. Over and over Jesus kept people 
guessing. All four Gospel accounts present men and women, insiders 
and outsiders, rich and poor, being both drawn to and repelled by Jesus. 
At once transfixed and wooed by His inviting grace and yet jarringly 
deterred by His claims to authority, references to sin and God’s judgment, 
and redefinitions of traditions long held dear. He raises the dead, offers 
blessing and rest, and yet, He redefines ‘family.’ Why does He do that? 
‘Cause He’s the King. He doesn’t fit in our tight little boxes. And yet, He 
asks us to trust Him. And there’s no one better!

HOW TO USE YOUR JOURNAL
Exhale Verse – In this journal, we’ve included one thought from a 
Scripture verse at the beginning of each week that we hope will give you 
a sense of exhale, relief, peace, joy. Take a few moments to reflect on that 
verse, and rest in God’s goodness.

Group Discussion Questions – If you’re not already in a Community 
Group that is discussing the weekly themes and sermons, we encourage 
you to join one or form your own. (Reach out to Pastor Bill at bcraig@
hopemason.org for ideas.)

Worship Song - In our Life at Hope weekly e-mail, we’ll be including a 
“Song of the Week” that relates to the Scripture theme for the week. We 
recommend listening to that song on Wednesday as part of your time 
with God. 
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Pray for Muslims

For the next six weeks, we’d like to invite you to pray for Muslims 
who live across the street and around the world!

Ramadan begins this Wednesday, March 22 and goes through 
Thursday, April 20. Muslims all over the world will be fasting 
during daylight hours to commemorate the time that they believe 
that God (“Allah”) revealed the Koran to Muhammed. They break 
the fast each day with a big meal at sundown.

1. Go to www.calloflove.org, click on “Media” and scroll down 
to the videos called “Ramadan Revealed.” There you’ll 
find 30, 1-minute videos that will teach you a little about 
Ramadan. Watch one each weekday for the next six weeks, 
and pray!

2. Right next to those are a series of videos on praying for 
Muslim countries. Again, each video is about a minute long 
and introduces you to some basics about major Muslim 
countries. Watch one a day, and pray!

3. Do you know a Muslim? Ask them questions:

• Would you mind sharing with me how you observe 
Ramadan? 

• Would you be willing to share with me something that 
you find meaningful about observing Ramadan?

• What do you think is a common misconception that non-
Muslims have about Ramadan?

• Share with them something you’ve learned about 
Ramadan.

• Consider giving them a gift. Do a little research on 
favorite foods to eat during Ramadan.

Remember, “For God so loved the world (including Muslims!) that 
He gave His one and only Son, that whoever (including Muslims!) 
believes in Him may not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
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WEEK 1: MAR 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 6:20-49 M
o
n
d
a
y

EXHALE: The God who is with you is mighty to save! 
Zephaniah 3:17

In our culture, who is considered to “have it good” and who 
“has it bad”?

READ Luke 6:20-26.

How does Jesus’ list compare with our culture’s list? What do 
you think is Jesus’ point here?

How does Jesus’ list connect with Mary’s prayer in Luke 1:46-
55? What do we learn about God from these passages?
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WEEK 1: MAR 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 6:20-49 T

u
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READ Luke 6:27-36.

List below the actions of the “enemies” in verses 27-30. 

The “you” in these verses is plural, so Jesus isn’t only 
talking about our personal enemies (though they would 
be included). He’s talking about enemies of “you all,” His 
followers. Who would that have been for His disciples at 
the time? Who might it be for us in our culture today? 

List below the ways Jesus calls us to treat them.

What reasons does Jesus give for loving our enemies?

PRAY for yourself and us as a church family, that Jesus will 
give us His love for those who oppose us. 
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WEEK 1: MAR 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 6:20-49 W
e
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LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email. 

READ Luke 6:37-42.

Some people take these verses to mean, “Never tell anyone 
they’re doing wrong.” If that’s not what Jesus means here 
(see Matthew 18:15-17, for example), what does He mean?

What does Jesus command the person with the “log in their 
eye” to do, and what will be the result? Who benefits from 
that?

What is a sin or “log in your eye” that God wants removed? 
Consider confessing that to a brother or sister in Christ at 
Hope, and ask them to pray for you!
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WEEK 1: MAR 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 6:20-49 T

h
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READ Luke 6:43-49.

What good fruit (actions and words) have you seen come 
from your life recently? What bad fruit do you see? 

What are the similarities between the builders in verses 46-
49? What is different?

Again, is there an area of your life right now where you are 
living in willful disobedience to God? Turn from it today! 
Again, consider confessing that to a brother or sister in 
Christ at Hope who will help come alongside you!
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WEEK 1: MAR 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 6:20-49 F
rid
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READ Luke 6:20-49.

Which section most speaks to you at this point in your life?

READ Luke 6:20-49 using the “2-10-1” method of reading 
Scripture: 

Read the passage 2 times.

Summarize the passage in 10 words or less.

Ask God what the 1 thing is that He most wants you to hear, 
learn, and/or do in response to this passage. 
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WEEK 1: MAR 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 6:20-49S
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WEEK 2: MAR 27 - APR 2
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:1-17M
o
n
d
a
y

EXHALE: Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him 
will never be thirsty again. John 4:14

READ Luke 7:1-10.

What do we learn about the centurion in this passage? (Keep 
in mind that the Romans generally despised and looked 
down upon the Jews.)

Why do you think the centurion might have sent elders of 
the Jews, instead of going himself or sending some of his 
servants or other friends (verse 6)?

What risks might the centurion be taking to send for Jesus?
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WEEK 2: MAR 27 - APR 2
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:1-17T

u
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READ Luke 7:1-10.

What are some possible reasons that the centurion (an 
important officer in charge of 100 soldiers) felt unworthy to 
have Jesus come to his home?

How would you describe your faith in God’s power to heal 
right now? Explain.

PRAY for your Hope Church family:
• That God would increase our faith (trust, confidence) in 

Him.
• That He would work powerfully among us in visible 

ways.
Consider texting someone at Hope and telling them that 
you’re praying that God would continue to deepen their 
trust and confidence in Him.
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WEEK 2: MAR 27 - APR 2
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:1-17W
e
d
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LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Luke 7:11-17.

What do we learn about the woman? What must that have 
been like?

What do we learn about Jesus from this encounter?

What are you grieving? What do you imagine is Jesus’ 
response to you?
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WEEK 2: MAR 27 - APR 2
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:1-17T

h
u
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READ Luke 7:11-17.

Imagine being there when the dead boy sat up and started 
speaking. How do you imagine you would respond?

How did the crowd respond in verses 16-17, and why do 
you think they responded that way?

Write a brief prayer of worship for who Jesus is and what 
He’s done.

For further reflection: Read 1 Kings 17:8-24 and 2 Kings 4:18-
37 for reasons the crowd called him a prophet.
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WEEK 2: MAR 27 - APR 2
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:1-17F
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READ Luke 7:1-17.

How are the centurion and the widow alike? How are they 
different?

What does Jesus’ response to both teach us about Him?

Write a brief note to someone you love who doesn’t know 
Jesus. What do you most want them to know about Jesus, 
based on this passage…and why? (You don’t have to send 
the note, but write it out.)
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WEEK 2: MAR 27 - APR 2
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:1-17S

u
n

d
a

y
 N

o
te

s



1515

WEEK 3: APR 3 - 9
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:20-30M
o
n
d
a
y

EXHALE: Jesus is risen, just as He said! Matthew 28:6

READ Matthew 11:20-24.

What questions come to mind as you read these verses?

Why do we tend to think that people who see God’s 
miraculous power will turn to Him? 

Why is that not necessarily the case?

Write below the names of people, including some who are 
not in your family, who are “outside the faith but inside 
your reach.” Pray for them, that God will have mercy on 
them and grant them the gift of repentance, and life in Him!
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WEEK 3: APR 3 - 9
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:20-30T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ Matthew 11:20-24.

Many people struggle with the idea of God’s judgment. Is 
this a difficult concept for you to embrace? Why or why 
not? Write your answer below, then talk to God about that.

It’s “Holy Week,” where we remember in a special way 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. Spend some moments 
reflecting on Jesus, beaten, flogged, hanging on the cross, 
taking on Himself the judgment we all deserve. What 
thoughts come to mind?

What is the good news of this week? Thank God for it! And 
pray again for those people whose names you wrote down 
yesterday, that they would receive the good news of the 
gospel! (Consider inviting them to the Good Friday and/or 
Easter service this week.)
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WEEK 3: APR 3 - 9
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:20-30W
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LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Matthew 11:25-30.

What does Jesus say about the Father in these verses? 

What does Jesus teach about Himself in these verses?

What do you appreciate about these things? What troubles 
you, if anything? Talk to God about that.
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WEEK 3: APR 3 - 9
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:20-30T

h
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READ Matthew 11:25-30.

Look more closely at the invitation in verses 28-30:

Whom does Jesus invite?

What three things does He invite them to do?

What does it mean to “take my yoke upon you”?

What does He promise those who respond to His invitation?

We tend to think of “rest” as something we do. How do 
Jesus’ words challenge that idea?
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WEEK 3: APR 3 - 9
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:20-30F
rid

a
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Today is Good Friday. On this day, over two thousand years 
ago, Jesus suffered and died out of love for us, to make a way 
for us to come to Him and find life…forever!

READ Matthew 27:27-54 slowly. Picture each part of the 
scene as it is described. Write (or draw) below thoughts and 
feelings that come to mind. Then write a prayer, responding 
to this passage.
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WEEK 4: APR 10 - 16
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:36-50M
o
n
d
a
y

EXHALE: God has established His throne in the heavens, 
and His kingdom rules over all. Psalm 103:19

READ Luke 7:36-50.

Based on the “frosty reception” (verses 44-46), why do you 
think Simon the Pharisee invited Jesus to dinner? 

Why do you think Jesus accepted the invitation…and stayed? 
What does this teach us about Him?

What was the woman risking by going to the Pharisee’s 
house? Why did she take the risk?

PRAY for someone who is “outside the faith but inside your 
reach,” that they would come to Jesus, like this woman did, 
and find mercy!
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WEEK 4: APR 10 - 16
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:36-50T
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READ Luke 7:36-50.

In the Pharisee’s view, how would a righteous person 
interact with this woman? Why?

From what types of “sinners” are you most tempted to keep 
your distance? Why do you think that is?

In Jesus’ view, how would a righteous person interact with 
this woman? Why?

PRAY for yourself and for our Hope Church family, that 
God would give us His heart toward “sinners,” and give us 
the courage to go towards them with the good news of the 
grace available through faith in Jesus!
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WEEK 4: APR 10 - 16
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:36-50W
e
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LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Luke 7:36-50.

Read verse 38 slowly, picturing each part of the scene. What 
do you imagine the woman was feeling? What was Jesus 
feeling? The Pharisee?

Which is harder for you, to feel the depth of your sin or to 
feel the greater depth of His forgiveness? Why do you think 
that is? 

What impact do you think it would have on your life if 
you understood more deeply the depth of your sin and 
the greater depth of God’s grace? What impact would that 
transformation in you have on the people in your life?
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WEEK 4: APR 10 - 16
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:36-50T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ Luke 7:36-50.

Jesus said, “Your faith has saved you.” How did the woman 
demonstrate faith? 

Read verses 47-50 slowly, again picturing each part of the 
scene. What do you imagine the woman was feeling? What 
was Jesus feeling? The Pharisee and his guests?

What authority is Jesus claiming in this passage, and why 
would that have been controversial?
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WEEK 4: APR 10 - 16
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 7:36-50F
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READ Luke 7:36-50.

Write a note to a specific person in your life who doesn’t 
yet know Jesus, explaining what Jesus is like based on this 
passage. Then pray for them, that they would come to know 
Jesus, receive His love and grace, place their faith in Him, 
and be saved! 

Consider sending that person a text or email right now, 
inviting them to your home for some social time, deepening 
the friendship. Ask God to lead you.
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WEEK 5: APR 17 - 23
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:22-32M

o
n
d
a
y

EXHALE: Come to Jesus, all who are weary and heavy 
burdened, and He will give you rest. Matthew 11:28

READ Matthew 12:22-32.

Reflect on each part of verse 22, and write notes about what 
that must have been like for the man:

Demon-oppressed

Blind

Mute

(Jesus) healed him

Who is a brother or sister in Christ at Hope who needs 
healing? Pray God’s healing for them! Consider texting them 
to let them know.
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WEEK 5: APR 17 - 23
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:22-32T
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READ Matthew 12:22-32.

Jesus is called the “Son of David” a number of times in 
Matthew’s gospel. Who is saying this about Him?

1:1

9:27

12:23

15:22

20:30

21:9

Why is this title significant? (See 2 Samuel 7:12-13)

What do the Pharisees say about Jesus, and why is that 
shocking?
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WEEK 5: APR 17 - 23
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:22-32W
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LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Matthew 12:22-32.

What points does Jesus make against the Pharisees’ 
accusation?

What claims does Jesus make regarding His authority 
versus Satan’s?

What questions do you have about Satan and demons?

Read Luke 10:17-18, thanking God for His power and 
victory over Satan.
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WEEK 5: APR 17 - 23
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:22-32T
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READ Matthew 12:22-32.

Verses 31-32 record Jesus’ words about “the unforgivable 
sin.” What is the sin that won’t be forgiven?

Jesus spoke these words in response to the Pharisees’ 
accusation in verse 24. What was the accusation, and how 
does that help us understand what the “unforgivable sin” 
is?

Our tendency is to focus on the sin that won’t be forgiven, 
but what does Jesus say will be forgiven? Praise God for His 
grace!
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WEEK 5: APR 17 - 23
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:22-32F
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READ Matthew 12:22-32.

What do we learn about Jesus in this passage? Put a star by 
the one that you’re most grateful for today.

READ Matthew 12:22-32 using the “2-10-1” method of 
reading Scripture: 

Read the passage 2 times.

Summarize the passage in 10 words or less.

Ask God what the 1 thing is that He most wants you to hear, 
learn, and/or do in response to this passage. 
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WEEK 6: APR 24 - 30
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:46-50M

o
n
d
a
y

EXHALE: He will never leave or forsake you. Deuteronomy 
31:8

READ Matthew 12:46-50.

Check the context. Where was Jesus, and what was He talking 
about before this?

Imagine that you are one of the Jews sitting in the room who 
was not yet a follower of Jesus. Remembering that the Jewish 
culture had a huge emphasis on family, how do you think 
they would have thought and felt about what Jesus said?

Who is a member of our Hope family that needs prayer 
today? Consider sending them a text letting them know that 
you’re praying for them. Or better yet, call them and ask if 
you can pray for them over the phone.



34

WEEK 6: APR 24 - 30
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:46-50T
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READ Matthew 12:46-50.

What do you think Jesus’ family outside thought and felt 
when they heard what Jesus said?

Contrast your feelings of commitment to your biological or 
nuclear family and your commitment to the body of Christ, 
particularly the people of Hope Church. What might Jesus 
want to say to you about that today?

PRAY for family members who don’t know Jesus, that they 
will become your true brothers and sisters…in Christ!
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WEEK 6: APR 24 - 30
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:46-50W
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LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Matthew 12:46-50.

This time, imagine that you are one of the disciples. What 
do you suppose they were thinking and feeling? 

Imagine Jesus looking directly at you and saying in front of 
a crowd, “Here is my brother” or “Here is my sister.” (He 
does say that about you if you have received Him as Lord!) 
What would you think and feel?

What do you suppose Jesus was thinking and feeling when 
He said those words, looking at His disciples?
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WEEK 6: APR 24 - 30
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:46-50T
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READ Matthew 12:46-50.

Reflect on your family (God’s family) from centuries past. 
What brothers and sisters from history (Bible times and 
after) are you grateful for today?

READ Revelation 7:9-12. 

Think about your brothers and sisters around the world. 
Thank God for them today, and pray for them, particularly 
those who are being persecuted because of their love for 
Jesus.

PRAY for unity in the worldwide family of God, in the 
family of God in Cincinnati and Mason+, and here at Hope…
across all lines that might divide us.
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WEEK 6: APR 24 - 30
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 12:46-50F
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READ Matthew 12:46-50.

What are some of the biggest barriers to people 
experiencing Hope Church as a family?

What is something you could do, even this Sunday, to help 
people experience Hope more as “family”? Brainstorm a 
number of ideas and put a star by one that you’d like to try 
this week.

What do you sense is a next step the Lord would have you 
take to grow in love for, and connection with, your Hope 
family?
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WEEK 1 – Luke 6:20-49

• When you were a kid, what was your picture of what “the 
good life” was like? Is it different now? How?

• What do you think is Jesus’ point in verses 20-26 about who is 
blessed and who should expect judgment (“woe”)?

• What groups in the world today would you consider enemies 
of Jesus’ followers? List the ways Jesus calls us to treat them, 
and why. Why is that so hard for us?

• Some people take verses 37-42 to mean, “Never tell anyone 
they’re doing wrong.” If that’s not what Jesus means here (see 
Matthew 18:15-17, for example), what does He mean?

• Which of the sections most speaks to you today? Why is that, 
and what do you sense God leading you to do about it?

Week 2 – Luke 7:1-17

• Which has felt like a bigger struggle in your life, thinking 
more highly of yourself than you ought, more lowly than you 
ought? Why do you think that is?

• If you had to use three words to describe the centurion based 
on verses 1-10, what would they be? 

• Which of those qualities would you most like to see increase 
in your own life?

• What three words would you use to describe Jesus based on 
this passage (7:1-17)? 

• A common argument of people outside the faith is that, 
because there is suffering in the world, either God isn’t good 
or He isn’t powerful. How would you respond to them, based 
in part on this passage?

• What is one thing you sense the Lord most wants to say to you 
through this passage today? Is there a step you sense He is 
calling you to take?
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Week 3 – Matthew 11:20-30

• Do you believe you’ve seen a miracle? Explain.

• Why do we tend to think that people who see God’s 
miraculous power will turn to Him? Why is that not 
necessarily the case?

• Many struggle with the idea of God’s judgment. Is this a 
difficult concept for you to embrace? Why/why not?

• What does Jesus say about the Father in these verses? 
Himself? What questions do you have about that?

• We tend to think of rest as something we do. How do Jesus’ 
words here challenge that idea?

• Pray together for people who are “outside the faith but inside 
your reach,” that God will have mercy on them and grant 
them the gift of repentance, and life in Him!

Week 4 – Luke 7:36-50

• Were you more of an obedient kid when you were growing up 
or more of a rebel? Why do you think that is? 

• In the Pharisee’s view, how would a righteous person interact 
with this woman? Why? What was Jesus’ view?

• Which is harder for you, to feel the depth of your sin or the 
greater depth of His forgiveness? Why is that? 

• What impact would it have on your life if you understood 
more deeply the depth of your sin and the greater depth of 
God’s grace? What impact would that transformation in you 
have on the people in your life?

• Jesus said, “Your faith has saved you.” How did the woman 
demonstrate faith? 

• What authority is Jesus claiming in this passage, and why 
would that have been controversial?

• What do we learn about Jesus in this passage?
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Week 5 – Matthew 12:22-32

• What, if anything, did you hear about Satan growing up? How 
have your views about Satan and demons changed?

• What questions do you have about Satan and demons?

• Would you say that your tendency is to overemphasize 
the reality and frequency of spiritual warfare, or to 
underemphasize it? Why do you think that is?

• What authority is Jesus claiming in relation to Satan in this 
passage?

• Have you heard or thought much about the “unforgivable 
sin”? What has been your understanding of it?

• How would you summarize this passage in ten words or less?

• What is one thing you sense the Lord saying to you through 
this passage today?

Week 6 – Matthew 12:46-50

• What is one thing you can share that the group may not know 
about your family when you were growing up?

• What do you imagine the Jews in the room thought and felt 
when Jesus said these words?

• What do you imagine Jesus’ family thought and felt when He 
said these words?

• What do you imagine the disciples thought and felt when 
Jesus said these words?

• What are some of the biggest barriers to people experiencing 
Hope Church as a family?

• What is something you could do, even today or this week, to 
help people experience Hope more as “family”? Brainstorm a 
number of ideas together, and ask each person to pick one to 
try.
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