


This is King Jesus - Series One
NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 25

SERIES INTRODUCTION     
“Do you promise?” What child hasn’t uttered those words? Embedded in that 
little question is a whole heap of trust filled with longing and tinged with just 
enough doubt to make the question necessary. Imagine Israel’s doubts as the 
promises of God went unfulfilled for 400 years. 400! It’s a miracle that any 
Jew in the 1st Century was even open to the possibility that God was still real, 
let alone a promise-keeper. “Where’s the New Creation? Where’s the Messiah? 
Why are we living under the iron fist of Rome? Where’s the New Covenant? 
Where’s the promised Holy Spirit?” Etc... etc. They probably stopped asking 
God: “Do you promise?” For God it is always about timing. And 2000 years 
ago, “time” finally reached its fulfillment. The silence of God had not meant 
the absence of God, nor the inactivity of God. In fact, the few with ears to 
hear still heard and believed, though most doubted. And then...God began to 
speak more profoundly and clearly than ever before. No longer through the 
mouth of a surrogate prophet. No. God Himself arrived to finally keep His 
promises. Albeit in a most creative way that no one saw coming! Welcome to 
our new theme for 2023 - This is King Jesus. Let’s learn together!

HOW TO USE YOUR JOURNAL
Group Discussion Questions – If you’re not already in a Community 
Group that is discussing the weekly themes and sermons, we encourage 
you to join one or form your own. (Reach out to Pastor Bill at bcraig@
hopemason.org for ideas.) 

Scripture Memory – We continue to “hide God’s Word in your heart” by 
memorizing Matthew 1:21.

Worship Song - In our Tuesday e-mail, Life at Hope, we’ll be including a 
“Song of the Week” that relates to the Scripture theme for the week. We 
recommend listening to that song on Wednesday as part of your time 
with God.  
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CHRISTMAS SEASON
PURSUE CHALLENGE

This Christmas season, we want to challenge you (and ourselves) to 
take a risk and join God in His pursuit of people who don’t know 
Him. The challenge comes in three parts:

1. Pray – Commit to pray daily for people where you “live, work, and 
play,” people who are “outside the faith but inside your reach.” 
Consider identifying people outside your family, as you’re likely 
already doing these things with family members.

2. Give – Bless them through an act of kindness. Bake them some 
nice Christmas treats or give a small gift. Or give them a copy of 
Rebecca McLaughlin’s small book “Is Christmas Unbelievable?” 
You can get two copies for $5 in the lobby on Sundays in 
December, one to read yourself, and one to give away. You could 
also give both a plate of treats and the book!

3. Invite – Ask them to come to your home for dinner and get to 
know them better. Invite them to come to Hope of Christmas, the 
Hope Christmas Concerts (December 9 and 10), or to a Christmas 
Eve service on Saturday evening, December 24.

Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you, write some names and steps below, 
and dive in!

Name     Step (Pray, Give, Invite, all 3?)

When you do any of these things, please email Pastor Gary at 
gangstadt@hopemason.org to let us know!! We’d love to celebrate 

with you, and to be both encouraged and inspired by your example!
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WEEK 1:  NOV 28 - DEC 4
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:1M
o
n
d
a
y

QUIET yourself before God. Ask Him to speak to you through 
His Word by His Spirit about His Son.

IMAGINE 400 years of silence. Six generations passed 
without a prophetic word from God. 

What must that have felt like for Israel? 

What is it like for you when God seems silent?

READ Matthew 1

Why do you think Matthew (a Jew) traced Jesus’ genealogy? 

What does it tell us about Jesus? About God?

What comes to mind when you hear the name: Jesus?
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WEEK 1:  NOV 28 - DEC 4
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:1T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ 2 Samuel 7 

What parts of God’s promise (especially in vv.12-16) pointed 
to David’s future son, Solomon? 

What parts of God’s promise must’ve pointed past Solomon 
to a future King (Jesus)?

READ Isaiah 9:6-7

What does this passage say about “a child to be born”?

Our Memory Verse

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 

Matthew 1:21
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WEEK 1:  NOV 28 - DEC 4
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:1W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

QUIET your mind and heart before God. Ask Him to speak 
to you. 

READ Matthew 1:1. 

READ Genesis 12:1-4. 

What does God promise Abraham?

READ Genesis 17:1-19. 

What does God promise Abraham and Sarah? 

How are these promises ultimately fulfilled in Jesus? 
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WEEK 1:  NOV 28 - DEC 4
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:1T

h
u
rsd

a
y

QUIET yourself before God. He wants to speak to you. 

READ Genesis 22:1-19. 

How do God’s provisions of Isaac’s miracle birth, and the 
ram’s sacrifice point to Jesus?

PRAISE God for what this tells you about Him! 

Our Memory Verse

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 

Matthew 1:21
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WEEK 1:  NOV 28 - DEC 4
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:1F
rid

a
y

QUIET yourself before God. Expect to hear from Him 
through His Word.

READ Matthew 1:1. 

What insights now stick out to you, after the study this 
week?

PRAY for the Jewish people who have not received Jesus as 
the Messiah that they might find their lasting joy in Him as 
the Son of David and the Son of Abraham. 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How far back do you know your genealogy? 

How connected do you feel to your ancestors? Why do you 
think that is?

What are your feelings about Christmas, good and bad?

What is a favorite Christmas tradition?

Which devotional questions were most impactful for you? 

Have you memorized Matthew 1:21? Recite it together (we 
recommend using the ESV version).
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WEEK 1:  NOV 28 - DEC 4
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:1S

u
n

d
a

y
 N

o
te

s
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WEEK 2:  DEC 5 - 11
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:2-6M
o
n
d
a
y

QUIET yourself and ask God to speak to you.

READ Matthew 1:2-3 and Genesis 38.

What do we learn about Tamar in these passages?

 

 

What do we learn about Judah?

 

 

What do we learn about God?
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WEEK 2:  DEC 5 - 11
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:2-6T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ Matthew 1:5 and Joshua 2.

What do we learn about Rahab in these passages?

 

 

READ Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25-26. 

What does the New Testament say about Rahab, and what 
is significant about that?

 

 

What do we learn about God from all of this?

WRITE out Matthew 1:21. Reflect on it as you write.
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WEEK 2:  DEC 5 - 11
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:2-6W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Matthew 1:5 

READ Ruth 1:1-5, 15-18, 2:10-13, and 4:13-17

What do we learn about Ruth from the passages?

Why is it significant that Ruth was a Moabitess? (For 
background on the Moabites, read Genesis 19:30-38, 
Deuteronomy 23:3-6, and Judges 10:6.)
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WEEK 2:  DEC 5 - 11
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:2-6T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ Matthew 1:6 and 2 Samuel 11.

What do we learn about Bathsheba, “the wife of Uriah”?

 

What was the consequence of David’s sin? (2 Samuel 
12:10-14)

 

How was David remembered, and what does this tell us 
about God? (See 2 Kings 18:3 as an example.)

WRITE out Matthew 1:21. Reflect on it as you write.



13

WEEK 2:  DEC 5 - 11
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:2-6F
rid

a
y

QUIET yourself before God. Expect to hear from Him 
through His Word.

READ Matthew 1:2-6. 

How are you reading these verses differently than you did 
on Monday?

 

 

What do we learn about God based on this part of the 
genealogy of Jesus?

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What are you grateful for in your family history? Is there 
anything you’re embarrassed about or ashamed of (that 
you’re willing to share)?

What did you learn about Tamar, Rahab, Ruth (and the 
Moabites), and Bathsheba in the readings and sermon 
this week? What was admirable in them? What was 
scandalous?

What do we learn about God based on this part of the 
genealogy of Jesus?

What questions do this week’s readings raise for you?

Recite the Scripture memory verse together.
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WEEK 2:  DEC 5 - 11
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:2-6S

u
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d
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y
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s
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WEEK 3:  DEC 12 - 18
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:7-17M
o
n
d
a
y

QUIET yourself each day before you read, asking God to 
speak to you.

READ Matthew 1:7-17.

READ the following passages. What do we learn about 
Solomon? About God?

1 Kings 3:3-14

1 Kings 9:1-9

1 Kings 11:1-13 

If you’re up for it, Solomon’s prayer to dedicate the temple in 
1 Kings 8:22-30 is a good one!
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WEEK 3:  DEC 12 - 18
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:7-17T

u
e
sd

a
y

Our focus today is Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) and the split 
of God’s people into two nations: the Southern Kingdom of 
Judah, which was the continuation of the line of David, and 
Northern Kingdom of Israel, the ten tribes that split from 
the South.

READ the following passages. What do we learn about 
Rehoboam? About Jeroboam? About God?

1 Kings 11:26-40

1 Kings 12:1-20

1 Kings 12:26-30 

WRITE out Matthew 1:21. Reflect on it as you write.
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WEEK 3:  DEC 12 - 18
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:7-17W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ these brief glimpses at the next five kings in the 
genealogy in Matthew 1:7-17. How are these kings in the 
line of Jesus described? To whom are they compared? What 
does all this teach us about God, and God’s people?

Abijah (also called Abijam) - 1 Kings 15:1-5

Asaph (also called Asa) - 1 Kings 15:9-15

Jehoshaphat - 2 Chronicles 17:1-6 

Joram (also called Jehoram) - 2 Chronicles 21:1-7

Uzziah - 2 Chronicles 26:1-5
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WEEK 3:  DEC 12 - 18
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:7-17T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ the following passages about the next four kings in 
the line of Jesus. What do we learn about each of them? 
What do we learn about God?

Jotham - 2 Chronicles 27:1-2

Ahaz - 2 Chronicles 28:1-4

Hezekiah - 2 Chronicles 29:1-11

Manasseh - 2 Chronicles 33:1-6, 10-17 

WRITE out Matthew 1:21. Reflect on it as you write.
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WEEK 3:  DEC 12 - 18
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:7-17F
rid

a
y

READ about the following kings, Judah’s exile, and return. 
What do we learn about these kings, about God’s people, 
and about God?

Josiah - 2 Chronicles 34:1-3

Jechoniah (also called Jehoichin) - 2 Chronicles 36:9-10

Exile – 2 Chronicles 36:15-21 

Return / Zerubabbel - Ezra 1:1-3 and 5:1-2

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Where do we see God’s people rebelling against God in 
these passages? How have you seen rebellion against God 
in your own life?

Where do we see obedience to God in these passages? How 
have you grown in obedience to God over the years? (Be as 
specific as you can.)

What do we learn about God based on this part of the 
genealogy of Jesus?
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WEEK 3:  DEC 12 - 18
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:7-17S
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WEEK 4:  DEC 19 - 25
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:18-25M
o
n
d
a
y

QUIET yourself each day before you read, asking God to 
speak to you.

READ Matthew 1:18-25

What do the following verses teach us about the title, 
“Christ”?

Matthew 2:4-6

Matthew 11:2-6

Matthew 16:13-20

Matthew 22:41-46

Matthew 26:63-68

Luke 2:11
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WEEK 4:  DEC 19 - 25
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:18-25T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ Matthew 1:18-25

That Jesus was born of a virgin is a stumbling block to 
many people who don’t believe in Jesus. How would you 
talk about that with them?

What were Joseph’s options when he first heard that Mary 
was pregnant, knowing that he wasn’t the father? Read 
Deuteronomy 22:23-24 and Deuteronomy 24:1 for two of 
the options.

The angel told Joseph, “Do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife.” Why would Joseph be afraid to take Mary as his wife?

WRITE out Matthew 1:21. Reflect on it as you write.
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WEEK 4:  DEC 19 - 25
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:18-25W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Matthew 1:18-25

What do we learn about Jesus in these verses?

How would you describe to someone who is “outside the 
faith but inside your reach” what it means when it says in 
verse 21 that Jesus will “save his people from their sins”?  

Why is that good news?
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WEEK 4:  DEC 19 - 25
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:18-25T

h
u
rsd

a
y

Do the “2-10-1” method of reading Scripture. Read Matthew 
1:18-25 “2” times, summarize the passage in “10” words 
or less, and ask the Lord for “1” thing that He wants to 
communicate to you through this passage. Write your notes 
below.

In verse 23 we are told, “‘they shall call his name 
Immanuel’ (which means “God with us”).” Read the 
following verses about God’s desire to be with us, and ask 
God to increase your desire to be with Him!

John 14:1-4

Revelation 21:1-4

WRITE out Matthew 1:21. Reflect on it as you write.
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WEEK 4:  DEC 19 - 25
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:18-25F
rid

a
y

READ Matthew 1:18-25

How do you see all four of our “shapes” in this passage? 

Receive Gospel Grace: Where do we see God’s grace?

Love God: What do we learn about God in these verses?

Love One Another: What from your study was an 
encouragement this week that you could share with a Hope 
Church brother or sister in Christ? 

Love the World: Pray for someone who is “outside the faith 
but inside your reach,” that they would trust in Jesus this 
Christmas, and be “saved from their sins”!
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DEC 24
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:18-21, 24-25C

h
ristm

a
s E

v
e

 N
o

te
s



2727

DEC 25
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 1:22-23C
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