


This is King Jesus - Series Three
FEBRUARY 12 - MARCH 19

SERIES INTRODUCTION     
Sir Isaac Newton’s Third Law states: “for every action there is an equal 
and opposite reaction.” We see this in nature and experience it in our 
daily lives. Forces acting upon an object cause that object to react in a 
particular way. Wind blows, leaves move. You push the pedal, your car 
moves forward, and you move backward against the seat. And on and on. 
Movement. Responses. Our lives have a similar effect. We impact those 
around us whether we realize it or not—for good and for ill. Most would 
agree that no one’s life has had a more intense effect on those around 
them than Jesus of Nazareth. And initially, that reaction varied rather 
dramatically. He befriended sinners to the sinners’ surprising delight, 
but to the religious leaders’ ire. He equated Himself with God, which 
meant people could know God by getting to know Jesus. This compelled 
some, but repelled others. Jesus was willing and able to heal people from 
disease which blessed them greatly. However, His timing and manner 
broke with tradition and thus caused some to reject Him. What impact 
has and is King Jesus having on you? Let’s learn together how best to 
respond! 

HOW TO USE YOUR JOURNAL
Group Discussion Questions (Pages 39-41)  – If you’re not already in a 
Community Group that is discussing the weekly themes and sermons, we 
encourage you to join one or form your own. Reach out to Pastor Bill at 
bcraig@hopemason.org for ideas.

Worship Song - In the Tuesday email, we’ll be including a “Song of the 
Week” that relates to the Scripture theme for the week. We recommend 
listening to that song on Wednesday as part of your time with God. 

“Pause” Verse of the Week - We invite you to begin every week by taking 
a deep breath and reflecting on a verse about God’s nature and character. 
Allow it to set the tone for your time with the Lord. Return to it through 
the week.
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Connect Challenge

God never intended that we would walk this Christian life alone! He 
gave us His family to help us, encourage us, and grow in the LIFE 
together. With that in mind, we want to challenge you to take a step 
to get connected more deeply here at Hope.

• If You Are Not Meeting Regularly With Hope Folks:

• Attend an “On-Ramp” event. These are one-time meetings 
where you can connect with others at Hope. You can find a 
list of upcoming “On Ramp” opportunities on our website 
(hopemason.org/on-ramps). Some are for men and women 
together, and some are for women or men only.

• Visit a Grow Group. These are groups that meet for a 
number of weeks or are ongoing. Again, there are Grow 
Groups for Women, Men, and Combined. Most of our 
Sunday morning groups (called “Communities”) are 
discussing the sermon from the morning. (hopemason.org/
grow-group-adults). 

• Short-Term Home Group. Reach out to Pastor Bill (bcraig@
hopemason.org) and let him know of your interest to 
connect in a one-time or short-term home group in your 
area.

• If You Are Already Meeting Regularly With Hope Folks:

• Consider a Triad. Triads are groups of three (or four) men 
or women that meet for a year or more to grow in the LIFE 
together. Because they’re small, much deeper relationships 
can form. Contact Pastor Bill (bcraig@hopemason.org) for 
more information.

• Invite Others. If you’re experiencing the joys of connecting, 
look for others you could invite to enjoy the same.
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WEEK 1: FEB 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:2-19 M
o
n
d
a
y

PAUSE: “Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10

READ Matthew 11:2-19, then re-read verses 2-6.

Why is John in prison, and what does that teach us about 
him? (See Matthew 14:1-5)

What about Jesus’ ministry made John question if Jesus 
was the “one who is to come”? (Read Matthew 3:7-12 for his 
description of his expectations for Jesus’ ministry.)

How does Jesus respond to John, and why might that have 
been an answer to his question? (See Isaiah 35:5-6 and Isaiah 
61:1-2.)
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WEEK 1: FEB 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:2-19 T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ Matthew 11:2-19, then re-read verses 7-15.

What does Jesus say about John in verses 7-15?

What do you think makes John the “greatest among those 
born of women”? What makes him “less than the least in 
the kingdom of heaven”? 

READ Malachi 3:1 and 4:5-6.

Jesus says that John was the fulfillment of these prophecies. 
What would have been controversial about Jesus making 
that claim? 
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WEEK 1: FEB 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:2-19 W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email. 

READ Matthew 11:2-19, then re-read verses 16-19.

What is Jesus saying about that generation through His 
parable in verses 16-17?

What was their criticism of Him (v. 19), and why would they 
have thought that about Him? Might the same accusation 
be made of you? Why or why not?

Why does Jesus say, “Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds”?
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WEEK 1: FEB 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:2-19 T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ Matthew 11:2-19.

List all the things we learn about Jesus in this passage. Put 
a star by the ones you’re most grateful for, and praise Him 
for them!

What questions do you still have about this passage?
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WEEK 1: FEB 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:2-19 F
rid

a
y

PAUSE: “Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10

READ Matthew 11:2-19 using the “2-10-1” method of 
reading Scripture: 

Read the passage 2 times.

Summarize the passage in 10 words or less.

Ask God what the 1 thing is that He most wants you to hear, 
learn, and/or do in response to this passage. 
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WEEK 1: FEB 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 11:2-19 S
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n
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WEEK 2: FEB 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 4:4-42 M
o
n
d
a
y

PAUSE: “The Lord your God is with you; He is mighty to 
save.” Zephaniah 3:17

READ John 4:4-42.

What about the woman would have made most Jewish men 
(much less, religious teachers) stay away from her? See 
verses 9, 18, 27.

What are three possible characteristics of someone that 
would make it most difficult for you to love or value them?

Confess that struggle to God, ask Him to give you His heart 
for them, and pray for them, that God would bless them with 
His grace! 
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WEEK 2: FEB 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 4:4-42 T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ John 4:7-15. 

How does the woman misunderstand Jesus, and how is that 
like Nicodemus from the previous chapter (John 3:4)?

READ the following passages. How do these passages relate 
to what Jesus is saying here about living water?

Psalm 42:1-2

Isaiah 55:1-3

Jeremiah 2:11-13

John 6:37-39

On a scale of 1-10, how thirsty are you for God right now? 
What is He inviting you to through this passage today?
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WEEK 2: FEB 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 4:4-42 W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ John 4:16-26.

What are reasons Jesus might have asked her about her 
husband? 

How would you have expected the woman to respond when 
Jesus revealed her history with men? What are the possible 
reasons she responded the way she did?

How would you summarize Jesus’ response (verses 21-24) 
in your own words?
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WEEK 2: FEB 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 4:4-42 T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ John 4:27-42.

What is the first thing the woman did? What holds you back 
from doing the same? What is a next step for you?

How did the Samaritans respond, and what is surprising 
about that, particularly in light of the Jews’ response to 
Jesus in John 6:66 and 7:40-44? (See also John 1:11-13.)

READ Revelation 7:9-10.

The Jews hated the Samaritans, but Jesus didn’t! Because of 
His loving pursuit of this woman and her people, they will 
be part of this glorious throng of people from every tribe 
and nation. No one is outside God’s reach! Pray again for 
the people you wrote down on Monday, asking the same for 
them!
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WEEK 2: FEB 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 4:4-42 F
rid

a
y

PAUSE: “The Lord your God is with you; He is mighty to 
save.” Zephaniah 3:17

READ John 4:4-42.

List all the things we learn about Jesus in this passage.

Which of these do you most want to see increase in your 
own life?

PRAY that He would make you more like Him in that 
way and that He would do the same in your Hope Church 
family!
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WEEK 2: FEB 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 4:4-42 S

u
n

d
a

y
 N
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te

s
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WEEK 3: FEB 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 5:17-47M
o
n
d
a
y

PAUSE: “Heaven, even the highest heavens, cannot contain 
You.” 1 Kings 8:27

READ John 5:17-47.

List all the things that Jesus teaches about the Father in this 
passage.

Summarize what Jesus teaches about the Father in ten 
words or less.
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WEEK 3: FEB 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 5:17-47T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ John 5:17-47.

List all the things Jesus teaches about Himself in this 
passage.

Summarize what Jesus teaches about Himself in ten words 
or less.
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WEEK 3: FEB 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 5:17-47W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ John 5:17-47.

To whom was Jesus speaking in these verses? List all the 
things Jesus says about them in this passage.

Summarize these things in ten words or less.
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WEEK 3: FEB 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 5:17-47T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ John 5:17-47.

List all the things that Jesus says about the judgment in this 
passage, including who will and will not be saved.

REFLECT on Jesus’ return by reading either 1 Corinthians 
15:50-58 or 2 Thessalonians 1:5-12. 

What do you imagine that it will be like on that day, and 
how should the reality of His return impact your life today?
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WEEK 3: FEB 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 5:17-47F
rid

a
y

PAUSE: “Heaven, even the highest heavens, cannot contain 
You.” 1 Kings 8:27

READ John 5:17-47.

Look back over your notes from the week. What do you 
sense God is saying to you through this passage?

What are some questions you still have about this passage? 
Put a star by the most important of them.
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WEEK 3: FEB 20 - 26
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: JOHN 5:17-47S
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WEEK 4: FEB 27 - MAR 5
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:12-26M
o
n
d
a
y

PAUSE: “The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger, and rich in love.” Psalm 145:8

READ Luke 5.

Is there a common thread that you see in the interactions 
Jesus has in this chapter? What do these interactions teach 
us about Jesus?

What do we learn about the leper in verses 12-16? 

READ Leviticus 13:45-46 for background on how the leper 
had to live. 

Imagine day-to-day life for him. How do you imagine that 
would feel? Are there any ways you might be able to relate 
with him?
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WEEK 4: FEB 27 - MAR 5
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:12-26T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ Luke 5:12-16.

Jesus stretches out his hand and touches the man. What do 
you imagine the leper was thinking in that moment? The 
disciples? Jesus? 

Jesus told the leper, “I will. I am willing to heal you.” 
Imagine what it must have been like for the leper to hear 
those words from Jesus. What prayer of yours lately do you 
most long to hear those words from Jesus?

Verse 16 says that Jesus “often withdrew to lonely places 
and prayed.” What do you most appreciate about your 
prayer life right now? What is difficult for you about prayer 
right now? Jot down a few notes, then talk to God honestly 
about that. Is there a step He’s inviting you to take?
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WEEK 4: FEB 27 - MAR 5
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:12-26W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Luke 5:17-26

What do you imagine was going on in the minds of the men 
carrying their friend? What do you imagine the paralyzed 
man was thinking?

Reflect on verse 20. What is surprising about it? What 
questions do you have about that?

What brother or sister in Christ at Hope do you want to 
bring before Jesus, lay at His feet, and ask Him to do His 
work? What about a person who is “outside the faith but 
inside your reach?” Do that, and consider letting the person 
know that you’re praying for them today.
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WEEK 4: FEB 27 - MAR 5
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:12-26T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ Luke 5:12-26

Look at the two moments of healing in this passage (verses 
13 and 25). What must have been going on in the minds of 
these men who were healed? Their family and friends? The 
disciples? Jesus?

What is an example of God’s healing in your life or the 
life of someone you love that sticks out to you? Thank God 
again for that!

When was a time that God didn’t heal in the way you were 
asking Him? How has that impacted your prayer life today? 
Talk to God honestly about that. 
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WEEK 4: FEB 27 - MAR 5
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:12-26F
rid

a
y

PAUSE: “The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger, and rich in love.” Psalm 145:8

READ Luke 5:12-26

List all the things we learn about Jesus from this passage. 
Put a star by the ones that are most meaningful to you 
today. Talk with Him about that.
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WEEK 4: FEB 27 - MAR 5
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:12-26S
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WEEK 5: MAR 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:33-6:11M
o
n
d
a
y

PAUSE: “The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.” Proverbs 2:6

READ Luke 5:33-6:11.

Who is talking to Jesus here, and why do you think they ask 
Him the question in verse 33?

How does Jesus respond? What does this say about how He 
sees His earthly ministry?

Jesus seems to assume in verse 35 that His disciples will fast 
once He “is taken away from them.” What has been your 
practice of fasting? 
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WEEK 5: MAR 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:33-6:11T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ Luke 5:33-39.

READ the following verses about different purposes of 
fasting in Scripture. Make notes by each:

2 Samuel 1:12 

2 Samuel 12:16-23 

Ezra 8:21-23 

Jonah 3:4-9 

Luke 2:36-38 

Acts 14:21-23 

Prayerfully consider fasting a meal or a day in the coming 
week. For which of the above purposes might you fast this 
week?
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WEEK 5: MAR 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:33-6:11W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Luke 5:33-39.

What do you think is Jesus’ point with the parables of the 
garment and wineskins, and how does it apply to fasting?

What might be improper reasons for fasting? How does 
Jesus address one of them in Matthew 6:16-18?
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WEEK 5: MAR 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:33-6:11T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ Luke 6:1-5.

Jesus refers to an incident with David. Read Leviticus 24:5-9 
and 1 Samuel 21:1-6 for background. Jot a few notes below.

What claim is Jesus making about Himself in these verses 
(3-5)?

Why would those claims be so offensive to the Pharisees?



31

WEEK 5: MAR 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:33-6:11F
rid

a
y

PAUSE: “The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.” Proverbs 2:6

READ Luke 6:6-11.

READ Exodus 20:8-11 and Numbers 15:32-36 for some Old 
Testament background on the Sabbath. 

Why did God give this law, and why was the punishment so 
severe, do you think?

What is Jesus teaching about the Sabbath in this passage? 
About Himself?
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WEEK 5: MAR 6 - 12
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: LUKE 5:33-6:11S
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WEEK 6: MAR 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 10:1-42M
o
n
d
a
y

PAUSE: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me to drink.” John 
7:37

READ Matthew 10:1-42, then re-read verses 1-4.

What authority did He give the Twelve? Do you think He 
gives the same authority to us, His followers today? Why or 
why not?

READ John 6:64. 

How must it have felt to Jesus to choose Judas as one of the 
Twelve?

What does this tell us about Jesus that Judas was included 
in those who were given that authority? (See also Matthew 
7:21-23.)
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WEEK 6: MAR 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 10:1-42T

u
e
sd

a
y

READ Matthew 10:5-15.

Why do you think Jesus sent His disciples only to Jews 
initially, and not to Samaritans or Gentiles? (See also 
Matthew 15:24.)

“The kingdom of heaven is at hand” seems to be a central 
message of Jesus’ ministry (see also Matthew 3:2 and 4:17). 
What does it mean, and what glimpse do we get of His 
kingdom in these verses?

What would have been the most difficult part of Jesus’ 
instructions in verses 9-15 if you had been one of the 
Twelve? Why?  
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WEEK 6: MAR 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 10:1-42W
e
d
n
e
sd

a
y

LISTEN to Hope’s ‘Song of the Week’ found in our Life at 
Hope weekly email.

READ Matthew 10:16-33.

What must it have felt like for the disciples to hear these 
words? What must it have felt like for Jesus to say them?

Do you think you are, or would be, willing to endure the 
things Jesus talks about in these verses? Talk with Him 
honestly about that.

What are the comforting parts of this passage, and which 
would have been the greatest comfort to you?
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WEEK 6: MAR 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 10:1-42T

h
u
rsd

a
y

READ Matthew 10:34-42.

How does this passage challenge your view of Jesus and His 
ministry?

What human relationship are you most tempted to make 
your primary allegiance? If possible, lay down a picture 
of that person before God. Ask Him to help you love Him 
more, and to love that person as He would have you love 
them.

What does Jesus say about rewards in this passage, and 
what do you imagine those rewards to be like?
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WEEK 6: MAR 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 10:1-42F
rid

a
y

PAUSE: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me to drink.” John 
7:37

READ Matthew 10:1-42.

What do you sense is the primary message God wants you 
to hear from this chapter right now?

What questions do you still have about this passage?

What, if anything, do you now appreciate about the next 
verse after our passage, Matthew 11:1?
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WEEK 6: MAR 13 - 19
OUR MAIN PASSAGE: MATTHEW 10:1-42S
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WEEK 1

• What is a criticism that is often made of you? Do you 
think it’s fair or unfair? Why?

• Share your 10-word summary and primary takeaway.

• What from this passage sticks out to you most about 
John the Baptist?

• Why was John questioning if Jesus was the Christ? How 
was Jesus’ ministry different from what John expected 
(Matthew 3:7-12)?

• How has Jesus’ work in your life been different from 
what you hoped or expected?

• Jesus was criticized for the company He kept (v. 19). 
Could the same be said of you? Why or why not? What 
step might the Lord have you take here?

WEEK 2

• Are you ever misunderstood because of the company 
you keep? Do you think you should be? Why/why not?

• How have you been experiencing (or not experiencing) 
Jesus as Living Water recently? What might Jesus be 
inviting you into?

• What do we learn about Jesus from this interaction, and 
which of those things is most meaningful to you today?

• What most encourages, inspires, or challenges you from 
this passage?

• What questions do you still have about this passage? 
Which of those questions is most important?

• Consider watching the scene from “The Chosen” that 
portrays this account (season 1, episode 8). You can 
do a search on YouTube. The clip is about 8 minutes. 
Compare it with John 4.
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WEEK 3

• Would you describe yourself as a “people pleaser”? 
Why or why not?

• What is a key insight you took away about the Father 
this week?

• What is a key insight you took away about Jesus this 
week?

• What parts of this passage would you point to if 
someone told you that Jesus never claimed to be equal 
with God?

• What do you imagine it will be like on the day Jesus 
returns?

• How would your life change today if you lived with that 
day in mind?

WEEK 4

• Talk about a time in your life when you prayed 
fervently for healing for someone. What was the result, 
and how has that impacted you today?

• How do you imagine it would feel to be a leper or 
paralyzed in Jesus’ day? What do you imagine would be 
hardest about that?

• What things do we learn about Jesus in this passage. For 
which of these things are you most grateful today?

• Of your recent prayer requests, about which do you 
most long to hear the words of Jesus, “I am willing”?

• Jesus withdrew to pray. What about your prayer life do 
you most appreciate right now? What is difficult about 
prayer for you?
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WEEK 5

• What was your least favorite family rule growing up? 
Why do you think your parents had that rule?

• What are your current thoughts about fasting? (i.e. 
What was/is its purpose? Do you think God wants us to 
fast today? Why or why not?)

• What are your current thoughts about the Sabbath? (i.e. 
What was/is its purpose? Do you think God wants us to 
observe the Sabbath today? Why or why not?)

• What claims is Jesus making in this passage (5:33-6:11), 
and what is controversial about them?

• What do you sense God inviting you into through this 
passage and discussion? What’s a next step?

WEEK 6

• What is your greatest joy in following Jesus these days? 
What is your greatest challenge?

• What do we learn about Jesus from this chapter?

• What do we learn about following Jesus from this 
chapter?

• What for you is the hardest message from this chapter, 
and why?

• What is the most comforting part of this chapter for 
you? Why?

• What is the message you sense God most wanting you 
to hear from this chapter? Is there a step He is inviting 
you to take?
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